
I

2

3

4

5

6

'7

8

9

l0

il
1?

l3

l4

l"i

r6

LC 29 520 I ERS

offers tlre fol lor¡,i ng

substitute to HB 397:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

-l-o alnenclTitle 50 of the Official Cocle of Georgia Annotated, relating to state governrnent,

so as to comprehensively revise the provisions of law regarding open u'ìeetings and open

records: to provide definitions relating to open rneetings: to provide for the manner of closing

nreetings; to provide tbr open rneetings; to provicle for remeclies for improperly closing

rrreetings; to provide for notice of meetings; to provide for exceptiorrs; to provide for certain

privileges; to provide for sanctious; to provide for related matters; to provicle for legislative

illtent regarcling open records; to provide for def,rnitions relating to open recorcls; to provicle

for applicability; to provide for procedures regarding clisclosure ancl enforcernent of
disclosure provisions; to provide for f'ees and tlie amount ancl manner of collection thereofi

to provic'le for exceptions ancl exemptions; to ¡rrovide for sanctions; to prorricle fbr relatecl

tnatters: to confbrrn certain cross retbrences; to repeal conflicting la'uvs; and fbr other

purl)oses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORCIA:

SECTION I.
'1'¡1¡s 

-50 of tlie Offìcial Cocle of Creorgia Amotatecl. relating to state governnìent, is anrenclecl

by revising Cliapter 14, relating to o¡ren ancl public meetings. as follows:

,,CHAPTER I4

50-t4-I.

(a) As used in this chapter, the term:

( l) 'Agency' rneans:

(A) Every state depaftrnent, agency, boarcl. bureau, gffics. cotntnission. public

corporation, and authority;

(B) Ever-v county, rnunicipal corporation. school clistrict. or other political subclivision

of this state:
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(C) Every department, agency, board, bureau, OFice, corrunission, authority, or sirnilar

body of each such county, municipal corporation, or other political subdivisio¡r of the

state;

(D) Every city, county, regional, or other authority established pursuant to the laws of

this state; and

(E) Any nonprofit organization to which there is a direct allocation of tax funds tnade

by the governing authûrity body of any agency as defined in this paragraph and r'vhich

atlo,catioll constitutes more than 33 1/3 percent of the funds from all sources of such

organization; provided, however, that this subparagraph shall not include hospitals,

nursing hornes, dispensers of phannaceutical products, or any other type organization,

person, or flrrm furnishing lnedical or health services to a citizen for which they receive

reinrbursement fiom the state r¡,hether directly or indirectly; nor shall this temr inch"rcle

a subagepcy or afflrliate of such a nonprofìt organization from or through which the

allocation of tax funds is rnade.
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(2) :

(3XA)'Meeting' means tlre;

(i) The gathering of a quorurn of the members of the governing body of an agerlcy

Bresented. discussed, or Yoted upon: or

(ii) The gathering of a quorum of any comrnittee of it's the members of the governing

body of an agency or a quorurn of any corrulittee created bysuetr the governing body;

at which any offlrcial business' crr

policy . or public matter of the cornulJtee is

formu I ated, presented, or di scussed-pr voted-upoll.

(B) 'Meeting'shall not include:

fi) The @ gathering of a quorurn of the members of a governing

body or committee for the purpose of rnaking inspections of physical facilities or

property under the jurisdiction of such agency

at which no firøl other official business

of the agenc), is to be discussed or off,rcial

ar?múhrgl;
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(ii) The gatlterirtg of a cluorum of the rnernbers of'a govel'ning boci)'or couirlrittee f'or-

the purpose of attencii¡rg state-wide. rnultiiurisdictiorral. or regiorral niet)tings to

se of tilc

agenc,v., or to receir¡e or cliscltss information on uratters relatecl to the purlrose of'the

agenc)' at vi,hich no ofFrcial action is to be taken b)¿ the rnen,bers:

(iii) Tlte gathering of a quorunr of the tneurt'¡er*s of a governing bod)¡ or cornurittee fbr

the purpose of ureeting with offlicials of the legislative or executive branches of the

state or federal governnrent at state or fecleral offices and at which no otficial action

is to be taken b]¡ the rnembers:

(ii,) The gatliering of a ciuonulr of the nlernbellrrf a governlnC bo

the prrrpose of'travelinq to a rneeting ol gathering as otlierr.irise authorizecl by thi$

subsection so long as no clfficial business. nolic),. or Lrublic nlatter is tbrnlulate(l.

presented. discussed. or voted upon by the clr-rorum: or

(v) l'he gathering of a ouorurn of the urernbers of a goveriring bocl.v- of an agerlc)'at

social. cerelnonial. civic. or religious events so long as no offlicial irusiness. polic),.

or public lnatter is fbrrnulated. nresentecl. discussed" or voted upon by the cluorurn,
-f 

his sr"rirparallraph's exclusions fiorn the rlefinition of the terr¡'rneeting'shall not apply'

if it is sliown that the prirnary purpose of the gathering or qatherings is to evade or

avoid the requirelnents for conclucting a rneeting n'hile cliscussing or concluctinq official

business.

(tr)lll Except as otherivise provic'lecl by larv, all nieetirrgs as-dcffiin-ru{:r.st:ctiorr(aÌn'

t{tisffiion shall be open to the public. ¡\ll \,otes at any nleeting sllall be tal<en itr

requirements of this chapter.

{A Any resolution. rule. regulation. ordinance. or other official action of ati agel'ìc)'

aclotrtted. taken. or macle at a rneetittg u,hich is not open to the public as requirecl bv tliis

cha¡rter shall not be trincling. Any actiorr contesting a resoiution. rule" reEr,llatiotl.

orciillance. or other fomral action of an agenc,v based on an aliegecl violatiorl of this

ltrurrision rntrst shallbe collu¡enced within 90 da¡is of the date such coutested actiotl w¿ìs

tal<e¡;1,r-en*idedtlrt or. if the rneetinq was helcl in a rnanner not fierrlittecl blv lai.v. withill

) davs lrom tlre

contestecl action u,as taken.

this chapter contesting a zonirrg clecisioll

conrnencecl withili the tinle alloii'ecl irv lari

an;,'action tttltlcl'

of a local governing authorit-v shall bc

for ap¡real of sr"rch zouitt-u ciecisiorl
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(c) The public at all tirnes shall be afforded access to meetings declared open to the public

purSuanttosubsection(b)ofthisCodesection.Visual@andsound
recording during open meetings shall be pennitted.

(dXÐ Every agency subject to this chapter shall prescribe the time, place, and dates of

regular meetings of the agency. Such infonnation shall be available to the general public

and a notice containing such infonnation shall be posted at least one weqk in advance and

rnaintained in a conspicuous place available to the public at the'regular nreetirrg place of

tlrc an agency

utebsite. if anlr. Meetings shall be held in accordance with a regular schedule, but nothing

in this subsection shall preclude an agency from canceling or postponing any regularly

scheduled meeting.

@writtenororalnoticeshallbegivenatleast24hoursinadvarlce
of the meeting to the legal organ in which notices of sheriffs sales are published in the

county where regular meetings are lield or at the option of the agency to a newslra¡rer

having a general circulation in said such county at least equal to that of the legal organ;

provided, however, that in counties where the legal organ is published less often than

four tirnes weekly tüe.rrûticd. sufficient notice shall be the posting of a written notice

for at least 24 hours at the place of regular.rneetings and, upon written request frorn any

locaI broadcast or print nredia outlet whose place of business and physical facilities are

located in the county, notice by telephone or. facsimile, or e-mail to that requesting rnedia

outlet at least 24 hours in advance of the called meeting. Whenever notice is given to a

legal organ or other newspaper. that publication shall imrnediately or as soon as

starnped envelope provided by the requestor.

(Ð When special circumstances occur and are so declared by an agency, that agency ¡nay

hold a rneeting with less than24 hours' notice upon giving such notice of the meeting and

subjects expected to be considered at the rneeting as is reasonable u¡tder the

circumstances. including notice to said the county legal organ or a newspaper having a

general circulation in the county at least equal to that of the legal organ, in which event

the reason for holding the meeting within 24 hours and the nature of the notice shall be
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recolcled in the nrinutes.

tha@rrctTiatc{1'rrmlcrtffi T-tûr-dry

@ Sr"rch reasonatrle notice sltall aiso inclucle. upon u'ritteu recJr-¡est

ivitbin the previous calenclar ),ear frorn arry local broaclcast or print media outlet rvhose

place of trr-rsiness and ph),sical facilties are locatetl in the count),. notice b)' telellhone.

fàcsimile. or e-rnail to that recìuesting media outlet.

(eX l) Prior to ariy meeting. tlie agency or conrnittee hotcling such rueeting sltall nra[<e

availabie arr agencla of all rnatters expectecl to come befbre the agency or committee at

such meetin-e. The agencla shall be available uport recluest and shall be postecl at the

nreeting site; as tàr in aclvance of'the meeting as reasonably possible. Llut shall not bc

rec¡uired to tre available rnore than two weeks prior to the rneeting and shall be poste<l.

at a minilìllutì, at solne tirne during the two-r,veek period inimediately prior to tllc

meeting. Failure to include on the agenda an item r.vhicli becomes necessary to address

ciuring the course of a lneeting shali not precluc{e consideririg an<l acting upon such itetn,

(2XÐ A surnrnar¡r of the sub.jects acted on ancJ those menrbers present at a meeting of

any agenc,u- shall be ri'ritten and macle available 1o the public fcrr inspectiotr u'ithitl tr.v<l

br-rsiness clays of the acljourtllltent of a tneetilrg o+'.nr,v-trgcnqv.

(Bl Tlre regular minutes o1'a nreeting oÊany-r¡gcrrc-'v sub.iect to this chapter shall lrc

promptly recorcled and such records shall Lle open to public inspection once approvecl

as off,icial by the agellcy or its comtnittee, but in llo case later than itulrediatelr'

fblloivi¡g ttte its next regr"rlar rrieeting oldrc-?geîal': provide<l. þer,vever. that nothing

co¡tairrecl in this chapter shall ¡rrohibit the earlier release of lnirltrtes. rvhether ailprovctl

b,v the agency or not, Such ffi rninutes shall, as at ¿ì t'ttinimutn. include the tlatl.lcs tll'

t¡e members present at the rneeting, a description of each motion or other proposal

andarecordofallVoteS.Thenatrreofeaclrpersol.l
i,oting tbr or against a proposal shall tle recorclecl anffil-sttrcr-casEs-it. It shall be

pr.csurnecl tirat the action takelr rvas approvecl by each person in attenclatlce lttrless the

minutes reflect the name of the persons voting against the proposal or abstaining.

Inacle. the identit

aqencv or committee. In the case of executive sessions where matters Sub.iect to th9

be recorclecl ancl shall not be iclentifriecl in the mirrutes. Such rninr"rtes shall be l(ept and
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preserved for in camera insBection by an appropriate cour-t should a dispLlte arise as to

the propriety of any executive session.

(0 An agency with state-wide jurisdiction or cornmittee of such an agency shall be

authorized to conduct meetings by teleconference,

provided that any such meeting is conducted in compliance with this chapter.

otherwise permitted by subsection Lf.l of this Code section to conduct rneetings by

teleconference rnay meet b)¡ lneans of teleconference so long as the notice requi¡'ed by this

chapter is provided and rneans are afforded for the public to have simultaneous access to

the teleconference rneeting. On any oth-erioccasion of the meeting of an agency or

colnmittee thereof. and so long as a quorurn is present in person, a member rnay participate

b)¡ teleconference if necessarl¿ due to reasons of health or absence from the jurisdiction so

long as the other requirements of this chapter are rnet. Absent emergency conditions or the

written opinion of a ph)¡sician or other health professional that reasons of health prevent

a member's ghysical presEnce. no nrember shall participate by teleconference pursuant to

this subsection more than twice in one calendar year.

50-t4-2.

This chapter shall not be construed so as to repeal in any way:

(l) The attomey-client privilege recognized by state law to the extent that a tneeting

otherwise required to be open to the public under this chapter may be closecl in orcler to

consult and rneet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation.

settlernent, claims, administrative proceedings, or otherjudicial actions brought or to be

brought by or against the agency or any officer or ernployee'or in which the agency or

any officer or employee may be directly involved; provided, however, the meeting may

not be closed for advice or consultation on whether to close a meeting; and

(2) Those tax matters which are otherwise rnade confidential by state law.

50- l 4-3.

(a) This chapter shall not apply to the following:

(l) Staff rneetings held for investigative purposes under duties or responsibilities

irnposed by law;

(2) The deliberations and voting of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles; ancl in

addition said such board may close a meeting held for the purpose of receiving

inforrlration or evidence for or against clemency or in revocation proceeclings if it

-6-
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cletennines that the receipt of such information or e\/idence in open meeting r.vclulcl

present a substalltial risk of harm or iniury to a i¡,itness:

(3) i\4eetings of tlie Georgia Bureau ol'lrrvestigation or aily'other lai.r' enfbrcenlent ot'

prosecutorial agency in the statc. inclu<,iing grarrtl.iury' nreetin.qs:

(_4) Adoptions ancl proceedings related thereto:

(5) Catirerings involving an agency ancl one or rnore rreutral third parties in rlecliation

of a dispute between the agency ancl an)¡ other parl]¡. hl .such a gatltering" the neutral

lrart,v lla.v- caucus jointiy_or inclepenciently ri,ith thc parties to the mecliation to facilitate

a resolution to the conflict. arrcl any such caucus shallnot be sub.iect to the recluirenleltts

at tlìis chapter'. An

ciecision or resoh"rtion are clisclosecl to the public. Arrl¡ final settletnent agreetnellt.

rnerlroranclunr of agreerlent" nlenrorarrclum of urtclerstandittg. or other situilar clocr¡lìlellt.

liclrvevet'(lenourinated. irr'"vhich an agency has f'onnall.v- resolved a claitn or di$ll-tg.'dfÂll

(6) Meetings:

(A) Of an-v rneclical staff conrrnittee of a gr-¡blic hospital:

; o1'¡\rticle 4 of

the \\'l'tc

rl ectlorl

of' lic

;sions slt¿!l

ì're nenlrittecl for:

tÐt¡ Meeti¡gs u'hell alì]- agcnc)- is cliscurssing the {uture acquisition. disposal-ol'l-çÀS-q

of real estat

n

thnsastlrc
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;. It shall not be a vi240
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in a subsequgr,rt public vote: or

(El Enter into an option to purchase. dispose of. or lease real estate suþject to approval

in subsequent public \¡ote,

No vote in executi:¡e session to ac@ire. clispose of. or lease real estate. or to settle

subsequent vote is taken in an open meeting where the identity of the property and the

terms of the acquisition, disposal. gLlease are disclosed before the vote or where the

parties and principal settlernent ten¡s are disclosed before the vote:

wl¡er¡ discussing the'grar¡tir¡B; reshictior¡; sr revocatiorr ofstafÊprivileges or tl¡eglar¡fir¡g

(6)Ø Meetings when discussing or deliberating upon the appointtnent, employment,

compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or disnrissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of

a public officer or employee or interviewing applicants

for the position of the executive heacl of an agency. This exception shall not apply to tlie

receipt of evidence or when hearing argument on @ite persorrttel

rnatters. including whether to ir¡pose disciplinary action ordisrnissaffidisrniss a public

officer or ernployee or when considering or discussing matters of policy regarcling the

emplo]¡rnent or hiring practices of the agency. The vote on any matter covered by this

paragraph shall be taken in public and minutes of the rneeting as provided in this chapter

shall be made available, Meetings by an agency to discuss or take action on the f,rlling

of a vacancy in the membership of the agency itself shall at all tinres be open to the public

as provided in this chapter;

f8XÐ Meetings of the board of trustees or the investrnent cornmittee of any public

retirenrent system created by or s-ubjgct to Title 47 when such board or committee is

discussing matters penaining to investment securities trading or investment portfolio

positions and composition; and

p)f¿) portions of meet lvfcctirrg;s'rvfm

exemptfrornpublicinspectionordiscloSurepurSualltto

-8

(Bì Authorizè negotiations to purchase. dispose of. or lease properti¡;
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50- l4-4.

1a) \Vhen any lneeting of an ageilcy is closed to the public pursuant to any provision of tltis

c¡a¡lter. tlre specif,rc reasons fbr such closure shall be entered upon the official tninutes. tlte

meeting shall not be closecl to the pr"rblic except by a majority vote of a qr"roruur presetrt for

the lneeting, the minutes shall retlect the rlanlcs oItlle tneulllers present and the l]ailles o.í'

1¡ose voting forclosure. ancl that part of the tnirrutes shall be r¡acJe available to the public

as Al1v Othel' rì'ìil'ìuies. Where â nreeting of an agenc), is clevotecJ in part to lllatlel's it'ithirr

tþe exceptions provideci by law. any portion ot'the meeting not subject to atty sucli

exce¡rtion, privilege, or conficlentiality shall be open to the public, and tire miutttes of strch

portions not sub.iect to atly such exception shall be taken" recorclecl, and opert to public

i¡spectiorr as providecl in st¡[rsectiorr (e) of Cocle Section 50- l4- 1 .

(b)l¡ Wlrerr an-v meeting of an agellcy is closed to the public pursuant to st¡bsection (a)

clfrlrisCìclclesectiolr,the@perSonpresiclirrgoversltclrtrreetitrgø--!-l.
: aFenc)-

attending such rneeting. shall execute and file with the offìcial rninutes of'the lrìeetillg ¿ì

'otarized 
affidavit stating uncler oath that the sub-iect matter of the meeting or the closecl

portion thereof u,as devotecl ro rnatters u,ithin tlre exceptiOrts prclvidecl tly lau' allcl

i clenti f iri n g the speci frç ¡sl srr ant c xcepti ort'

beirs rLrlecl out of orcler. the irresiclinq off,icer shall ìnrurecJiatel), acliourn the exect¡trVg

sessi on,

_50- l4-5.

(a) The strperior coLrl-ts of this state shall have.iurisciiction to enforce cotn¡:liance u'ith the

irrovisions of this chapter. inclr-rcling the pou,er to grarlt iniunctiotts or other ec¡uitable relie{''

ln aclc.litiorl to any actiorì that nlav be bror-rqht b¡'anr l)ersorì. tit'ttl. cotÏol'atiOtl' <ll'olllt'i
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entity, the Attorney General shall have authority to bring enforcement actions, either civil

or criminal, in his or her discretion as may be appropriate to enforce cornpliance with this

chapter.

(b) In any action brought to enforce the provisions of this chapter in which tlte court

detennines that an agency acted without substantial justification in not complying rvith this

chapter, the court shall, unless it frnds that special circumstances exist, assess in favor of

the conrplaining party reasonable attorney's fees and other litigation costs reasonably

incurred. Whether the position of the complaining party was substantially justified shall

be detennined on the basis of the record as a whole which is rnade in the proceecling for

rvhich fees and other expenses are sought.

(c) Any agency or person who provicles access to inforrnation in good faith reliance on the

requirernents of this chapter shall not be liable in any action on account of having provided

access to such i¡rformation.

s}-t4-6.

Any person knowingly and willfully conducting or participating in a rneeting in violation

of this chapter shall be guilty of a rnisdeûreanor and upon conviction shall be punished by

a frne nor to exceed $5O0f0 $1.000.00. Alternatively. a civil penalty ¡nay be imposed bY

civil or crinrinal action under this Code section that a person has acted in Bood faith in his

or her actions."

SECTION 2.

Said title is funher amended by revising Article 4 of Chapter 18, relating to inspection of

public records, as follows:

,,ARTICLE 4

s0- I 8-70.

(a) The General Assembl)¡ fincls and cleclares that the strofrg public policy of this state is
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flr.rnds and the efficient-and propel functioning of its institutions. The General Asserntrlv

further fincls and declares that there is a strong presuniption that public recorcls sttgulcl lls

rlrade available for public inspection without delay. This article shall be broadl)¡ constniecl

to allow tlie inspection of governrnental records, The exceptions set forth in this article.

fcfqethef u,ith any

narrorvl),' to exclude onl)¡ those portions of recorcls addressecl by i;ilch.exception.

{.rXiì As usecl in this article. the ternr.

aclclitionall)¡ include anl¿ association. corporation. clr other similar orÍ{anization that has

a niembership or ownership [rod.v" composeci pri:]laii.U--d counties.

corPol'ations. or school clistricts of this state. tlleir qoi'erning atrthorities' or -all)

courtrination thereof ancl derives rlrore than 33 l,'3 percerrt of its general operating l-rrrtìget

fionr pa)'rlents froll such political silbdivisions.

Ø'Publicrecorcl'rneans@alldocurrrel]ts'paperS.letters.ll1¿llls.
þool<s, tapes, photogra¡rhs, computer lrased or gelteratec'l infbnnation, clata. clata fiel<ls. or'

sirnilar ¡raterial prepared and rnairttained or receii,eclby an agencv or by a private llerson

lfrcc-.-*s

irarrttrc

storage or future goverruleutal use.

süt ctþisiûns-.
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1¡/'dscafrreüe*

{d) Ns public officer or agency sl¡all bc requireú to p¡eparrrtpûrts; sur¡u¡rariet ol

ive

Prscedu¡e AcE' or ur der arry otl¡et adnrirristrative proccedi¡¡g authorizcd urrder 6eorgia
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@
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'13 I

432

433
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4i6

431

138

439

44()

11t

442

443

444

44.s

¿14(;

44,1

448
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450

45r

452

453
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50-18-71.

i{ccorcls shall be rnaintainecl by ag,errcies to the extent ancl ili the nranner requirecl l-r), Articlc

¡of this chapter, ffiintcrcstn -rigltHtr

hïrËl.t tfilrcb(ïrnüîs:
'. hnd-ac'c'csstotltrrccrrnls;thrc-trn"rc¡rts:-c¡rnn-tnrnü'¡H"ür

@
s r.tll-trarc

;ml ffiffiti{c-thc-r1-üj\'
?phs--ûr

rilarxlucffithcrffirnstr t:n,rffir
i€ïe'cclqrùrr{-r.rthqlc

(b)(l)(A) Agencies shall procluce for irtspection all records responsive to ¿r recìLresr

ivithin a reasonable alnor-rnt of'tirne not to exceecl three busilless cla!,s of receiltt of'a

recluest: pror;ided. how'ever'" that nothirtg in tlfi.i__qll¡plglåball reclr-rire aÍ¡c:ncies lll
produce recorcis ill response'to a recìr-rest i{'sucll l'ecorcls dicl not exist at the tirle o1'the

request. in those instances vr¡het'e sonre. but not all. recorc{s are ar¡ailabie withill three

br-rsiness clal¡s. an agenc)¡shall lnake available u,lthin that period those records that ca'

be locatecl ancl prociucecl. IIr an),- ittstance where recclrcls are unar¡ailable il'ithin tlirec

llusirress cia]¡s of receipt of the recìuest. ancl reslronsive recorcls exist. tlte agelrc]'shall.

within such time perioci. provicle the requester r.r,ith a description of such recorcis anrl

a timelirre for when the recorcls r,r'ill be available fbr inspection or copving ancl provicie

the responsive records or access thereto as soon as practicable. Wnarc{rcerfurccrtifu

c.optcx<rertl ritxxlb';

tt@ïrH'aq4rl-ti
(B) A recÌuest rnacle pursr-rant to this articie rnav be rua<Je to the ct¡stodian ot'a nurttlic

record orallr- or in writing. An agenc,v- ma-v-. lrut shall not be obligated to. rectuire tlia.1

all written requests be macle upon the responcier''s choice of one of the {bllorving: the

agenc),'s clirector. chairperson. or chief executive offìcer. however denolninated: the.

senior of{-rcial at an}¡ satellite office of an agenc.v-: a clerk specifically clesignated by ¿r0

agenclv as the custodian of agenc)¡ records: or a duly designatecl open recorcls <fÏ-ceruL-

an agency; provided. hoi,vever. that the absence or unavailability of tire dt:si*qnatecl

agenc),' officer or ernplo,vee shall not be permittecl to clelal¡ the agenc,v-'s restrolrse. ,\t

ti
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rnade orally,

1ç¡( I ) An agenc)¡ rna)¡ impose a reasonable charge for the search. retrieval. redaction. arrd

the first quarter hour. lVl¡erel¡o fec is otl¡er wise pr ov ided by law; tl¡e age¡¡cy rlray clr¿t¡ Bc

-t4-



491

497

493

494

49-5

496

497

498

49()

500

501

502

503

50.i

505

s06

507

508

50e

5 l()

5ll
512

5r3

5l+

5r5

5l(''

511

518

,s l9

520

521

522

523

524

525

526

521

T,C 29 52C) I ERS

cost of the lneclia on which the clocunrents. records. or clata are produced,

(j) Whener¿er an)¡ person ilas requestecl to inspect or cop)¡ a pì.rblic recorci ancl cloes not

llav the co.St for seiìl'ch. retr'iei¡al. r'eclaction. or coll),ing of'such recorcls ri hen surcl: char.r¡es

hai'e been lar¡"full-v- estilnatecl ancl agreecl to Bursuant to tliis article" and the arlenc-v- has

incun'ecl the agreecl-upon costs to nlake the records available. regardless of whether the

recluester inspects or accelrts copies ol'the recorcls. the agenc)¡ shall be ar_rthorizecl t_o

^ fèes. or'

assessrlrents b)¡ such agenc.v-.

(cl) In any instance in which an agency is required to or has clecided to withhold all or parr

of a requested record.tlie agency shali notilv the requester of the specific legal autirorit),

exernltting the recluested recorcl or recorcls from disclosure bJ¿ Code section. subsection. ancJ

12 or in the

cverlt the search ancj retriei,al of recorcis is clelayecl pursuant to tliis paragraph or pursuarìt

to subparagraph (bU*l-)(A) of this Cocle section, then rro latel than three busirress clays after'

tlle I'ecords have been retrieved. In an), instance in i,vhich an agenc_u- u,ill seek costs in

excess of S25.00 for responding to a recluest. the agcircy shall notifl¡ the requester vvithin

a reasonable arnount of tinre not to exceed tl-Lree lrusi¡less cla]¡s and infbrnr the recluester clf'

tlte estiruate of the costs. and the aginç)"rnav clefbr searcil allcl retrieval of the recorcls until

tlle recltrester agrees to pa), the estilltateci costs u¡lless the I'ecluester has stated in his or hel'

recìlrest a willitlgness to pa)¿ arr aulount that exceecis tlte search alrd retrieval costr;, In an)

instance in rvhich the estilnatecJ costs for procluction of the records exceecls -\500.00. an

agenc,v nla-v- insist on prepayrnellt of'the costs prior to beginninq search. retrieval" rei'ieri'.

or procluction of the recorcls, \\ihenever anl¿ person \\'ho lias requested tcl inspect or cop)'

a public recorcl has not paicl the cost flor search. rctrievai. redaction. or cop),ing of'such

recorcls when such charges have been lawfully incurrecl. an agenc.v ura.u- require plegay11rç.U

tor courpliance witli ali future recìuests for production of records from that person r.rntil the

costs fbr the prior lrrocluction of recorcls have bee!-p¡rd-Orllç_dtspute reqartlinq pd-UIcjI

' r'csolved, uHcclrtl-{r:rsczn"ch,--rctîitr*ù+.-?rrrMrc'r

ciussffi ertffi-sectit¡r*1rc
r ro. iîrtlîc

ãncllmnrifig tûPqfcn¡¡

ts-trc¡m

(e) Recluests b-v- civil litigants fbr recorcls that are sought as parl of or fbr tise in aru

or_lgoilrg civil or adr¡inistrative litigation a*qainst an agenc)¡ shall be rlade in u,riting ancl

qe1riecl to counsei of record for that agency conteurporaneously with their submission to

that aqencv. The aqenc:/ sliall rtrovide. at no cost. ciuplicate sets of all recorcis procltrcetl

or elect

r5



LC.29 52OI ERS

528

529

530

531

532

533

534

53s

536

s37
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s62

563

564

(Ð

for that agency elects not to receive the records'

@lcrr

the request. Wl¡e¡e i¡¡fornratiorr ¡equested is r¡¡ai¡¡tai¡¡ed by con¡putet; atr aBtllË! tllai

(e)

such messages.

for tlrer csllectis¡r of taxes; fees; or assessrrrer¡tS owed to tl¡e courtfy;
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it-z rfrffiañcs@Tts-û4ilicrJ

cffrurea .u-.-wnnnnsion

(7ct-ftItl'l

ts

--ûr'--zrdcpat' irxï

m-aîrmar{fl'e1'?u

to-thrcrmrt-v:

d;t¡mcau-, -conrnris.riûn:

tot cctsrrclr

'rrc'qltectn¡roÊft r.,c-r.fces;.clr.nscÌsfl Trc¡f s

rt-s-ornrstrmnentalrtv¡vlritJrscm:sìorrr<tl-Trrüt-cmmtn¡

rrtn¡üiïd

cvrporætcm-imkcts n'

ftÏl

co,qrü"t1oî-is-irn-.ot ñxl .ilñth-thratt@tti:
: iq'_tttc-eoptcs#as-trppûfrrül

@
(h) In lielr of providing separate printouts ol copies of records or clata. an aqerlc.v- lÌra!,

provide access to records through a website accessible l¡y the pul¡lic. Hoi.r'ei'er. if'ar¡

agency receives a request tbr clata fields^ an agenc)¡ shall not refirse to provide the

resuonsive clata oll tile_grouncls that the clata is available in whole or in its constituent partt

through a website if the requester seeks the clata in tlie electro¡lic fonnat itt r'r,hich lt is l<elrt.

Aclclitionall_v-. if an agenc)¡ contracts rvith a private vendor to collect or nlaintairr pr-rblic

recorcls. the agenc)¡ sliall ensr-rre that the arrangement cloes no! limit public access to tlio5g.

LWArdS.

(j) Anr- computerizecl inciex o1'count), real estate cleeclrecorcls shall be printeci for Þurposcs

ol.pr.rblic inspection no less than ever)¿ 30 days. and an]¡ conection rlade on such inclex

shall be urade a part of the printout and shall reflect the time and date that st¡ch inclex rvas

corrected,

-17-



LC 29 52O 1ERS

5€#-1.1.

en*rib'it

@
(Zffioccmç
ffi
@iolt:

600

601

602

603

604

60s

606

607

608

609

610

6ll
6t2

613

6t4.

615

616

6l"l

618

619

620

621

622

623

624

625

626

627

628

629

Sactisn50-h&ft

630

631

632

633

634

;na

t

5ffi&fl-*

- l8 -



635

636

631

(r3 B

639

ó40

ó41

642

643

644

645

ó-16

647

648

649

650

651

652

6s3

654

655

ó56

657

658

6s9

óó0

6ól

662

663

664

6ó.r

666

661

ó68

669

(r-()

Lc 29 520I F.RS

t@ffi rcr{+rnrt@rt{rtrtr;
l shcrc-rscarctsttrümaûñnaritat@;;

-50- tB-72.

(a) Public ciisclosure shall not lle requirecl lor recclrcls that are:

( l) SpecifÌcall,v require(l b),' fècleral statute or regulation to be kept conf,rclential:

(l) \,leclical or r,eterinaryrecorrls anclsirrrilar files. the clisclosure of u'hich rvould lle an

invasio¡r of ¡rersonal llrivacy:

(3) Except as othenvise proviclecl by law" recorcls cornpiled for lar,r, enforcement or'

prosecution purposes to the extent that procluction of such recclrcls wuu'H is reasonabl)'

tikel:¿ to clisclose the identity of a conficlential source, clisclose conficleutial investigative

or prosecLrtion material r,i'hich rvoulcl enclanger the life or pltysir:al saf'et.v.'of an,u- persor.)

or llersons, or clisclose the existence of a confidential surveillance or investiga{ion:

(4) Records of law enfbrce¡nerÌt. prosecution. or regulatory ageucies in an1, perrciirrg

investigation or prosecution of criminal or r-rnlar,r,lul activity. other tlian initial ¡lolicc

arrest reports and initial inciclent reports, proviclecl, however. that an investigation or'

l)rosecution shall no lollger be clcerreclto be pending ivhert all direct litigation involving

sait{ suclr investigation arrcl prosecution has lrecoure fmal or otheru,ise tenninatecl: allcl

provicled. fur1her. that tiris iraragraph shall not-apply to records in the possession of atl

aeency that is the sub.iect of the pending investisation or prosecution;

f4.-{ì(Ð Inclividual Georgia Unifonn Motor Vehicle Acciclent Repofts, except upott tlte

sr-iþrnission of a rvritten staten'ìer"ìt of neeci by the rcquestiltg party"--strchzrtcment to lle

¡:rovided to the custoclian of recorcls ancl to set f'orth the need [bl' the report pursualìt to

this Code section: providec'l. however, that airl' persoll or entity whose nallle ol'

i<ientifying inforrnation is contained in a Georgia Unifbrm Motor Vehicle Accidenl

Report shall be entitlec{. either persorrallS, or through u lu11,yer or other representatir;e. 1o

receive a copy of such report; ancl¡rrovidecl, firthet', that Georgia Uniform Motor \'chicle

Acciclent Repor-ts shall not tre available in bulk lnr inspection or copying ll,v arr¡r llersoir

absent a vi'r'itten statelnent showing the neecl for eaclt such report pllrsualìt to the

r.ecluire¡reltts of this Cocle section. For the purposes of this subsection, the ternr'neecl'

rì.ìeans that the natural person or legal entit;- u'ho is requesting in ¡lersort ot' bv

r.epreselltative to inspect or cop),the Georgia Unifbnlr Motor Vehicle Acciclerrt lìc¡rort:

(A) I{as a personal, profèssional. or br¡siness connectiotr with a party to the accitle lti.

(B) Qu,¡s or leases an interest in ¡rropertv allegeclll' or actr-rally clarrragecl in lltc

accident;

(c) was allegeclly or actr.ralll,injured b), the acciclent:

¡þ) Was a n'itness to the acciclellt:

t9



671

672

673

674

675

676

6'77

678

679

680

681

682

683

684

68s

686

687

688

689

690

691

692

693

694

69s

696

697

698

699

700

701

702

703

704

705

706

LC 29 52OIERS

(E) Is the actual or alleged insurer of a party to the accident or of property actually or

allegedly damaged by the acciclent;

(F) ls a prosecutor or a publicly ernployed law enforcetnent offrcer;

(G) Is alleged to be liable to another party as a result of the accident;

(H) Is an attorney stating that he or she needs the requested reports as part of a crirni¡lal

case, or an investigation of a potential clairn involving contentions that a roadway,

railroad crossing, or intersection is unsafe;

(l) Is gathering infonnation as a representative of a news media organization;

(i) Is conducting research in the public interest for such purposes as accident

prevention, prevention of injuries or damages in accidents, deterrnination of fault in an

accident or accidents, or other sirnilar purposes; provided, however, that tliis

subparagraph wi*t shall apply only to accident reports on accidents that occured more

than 30 days prior to the request and which shall have the natne, street address,

telephone number, and driver's license number redacted; or

(K) Is a governrnental official, entity, or agency, or an authorized agent thereof,

requesting reports for the purpose of carrying out goverrunental functions or legitirnate

governmental duties;

(1.ZXO Jury list data, including, but not lirnited to, persons' names, dates of birtlt,

addresses, ages, race, gender, telephone numbers, social security numbers, aucl lvhen it

is available, the person's ethnicity, and other confrdential identifying infonnation that is

collected and used by the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia for creating,

compiling, and maintaining state-wide master jury lists and county tnaster.iury lists fbr

the purpose of establishing ancl maintaining county jury source lists pursuant to the

provisions of Chapter l2 of Title I 5; provided, however, that when ordered by the judge

of a court having jurisdiction over a case in which a challenge to the arcay of the grand

or trialjury has been flled, the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia or tl-re clerk

of the county board of jury comurissioners of any county shall provide data withirl the

tirne limit established by the court for the limited purpose of such challenge. Neither the

Council of Superior Court Clerl<s of Georgia nor the clerk of a county board of jury

cornmissioners shall be liable for any use or misuse of such data;

(!)Ø Records ttraffi consisting of confidential evaluations subrnitted to, or

exarninations prepared by, a goverrmental agency and prepared in connection with the

appointment or hiring of a public officer or ernployee;and=ectrrds

(8) Records consisting of rnaterial obtained in investigations related to the suspension,

firing, or investigation of cornplaints against public officers or ernployees until ten days

after the same has been presented to the agency or an officer for action or the

-20 -
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investigation is otherwise collcludecj or terilinateci, ¡rroviclecl that this paragraph shall ..t
be interpreted to make such irlrrestigatory recorcls ¡rrivilegecl;

t6)tÐ(Ð Real estate appraisals. engilieering or feasibility estinlates, or other r.ecor.cls

tnade 1'or ol'by the state or a local agency relative to the acquisition of real property ¡rrtil
sucll tille as the property ltas been acquirecl or the proposeci transaction has bccrr

terminatecl or atralldoned; and

(BX l0) Pendine A€inc,:r*a'tnt-üitintalsrañhrenrhng. r'c.jectecl. or c'lefèn'eclsgÂLgd bids

or sealed proposals ancJ cost estimates related thereto untilsuch time as the 1Ìllal aivar.cl

ofthecotitractisrnadeortheprojectisterminateclorabandone<i@:tlti..

jQ7

708

709

7t0

1|
it2
it3
lt4
7t5

7t6

7t7

718

7lL)

720

/21

/L/

t23

i?4

725

726

727

728

721)

Till

73r

732

133

1-\4

735

7l ('

i3;
738

i3L)

740

111

142

743

frtlri6, or th

fi(l lì lìecorcts lvhich

iderrtif¡i persorls

appiying f'or or uncler consicJeration for employ'rnent or appointment as executive hearl of'

Íìn ageuc.v as-tlmt-teînris_clei on-ffirxft{ìcctnnr
5û=++.t or of a unit of the Universitl, Systern of Georgia: ¡rroviclecl, hoiver,'er. that at leasr

i4 calendar cla¡zs priol tct tlte rlreeting at rvhich final action or \,ote is to be taken on thc

ltosition, @eas.e all c'locuuients

@coIlcetningastnan},asthreepersonsuIrdercorrsicleratiottri'lrotrrtlrc
A-qerlcv has cleternlined to be the best clualifiecl for the position artffiio'nran¡orryrvftnn

tlrcz1gçrrc,rmffis-ro-frH-tiitlrcmtron shall be sub,iect to i¡tspection ancl colt),'irlg. ['r'ior'

to the release of'these cloctulrents" an agency rila-v- allou, sucli a persotì to ileclinc [reirrg

consiclerecì further fbr tlie position rather than have doculnents pertaining to thr sucll

person released. In that eruent^ tlie agency shall release the docurnents of the next lnost

qualified person under consicleratiort rvho does not ciecline the position. If an â!Ìencrv þ¡5

conclucted its hiring or appointll'ìent process ûpen-to-1{:Ìs?üt¡lic u,ithout conductint{

interviervs in executive sessioll in a llanner othenvise consistent with Cliapter l4 of this

title, it shall not be requirecl to clelay l4 clays to take final action on the positron. Thc

agency shall not ite requirecl to release sr.rch recorrls withrcspcct-tû A1'otlter ap¡rlicants or'

persons urnder consicleration. except at the recluest of art¡, such person. Upon rec¡ucst. tltc

hiring agency shall lurnish tlle numtler of applicants anci tlte courposition o{'tìre list by

sucll factors as race and sex, Tlre agency shall noi be allor,vecl to avoid the provisiotts of'

tliis paragraph by the employuiellt of a pri"'ate persorì or agency'to assist r"'ith tlre seat'clt

or application process:

2l



t44

715

146

741

748

749

750

751

'/52

753

754

755

756

757

758

759

760

761

162

ioJ

764

765

766

767

168

769

770

771

772

'/'73

7''t4

775

776

771

778

779

780

LC 29 52() IERS

fÐgA Related to the provision of staff services to inclividual members of the Gerteral

Assembly by the Legislative ancì Congressional Reapportionmetlt Office, the Sertate

Research Off,rce, or the House Budget and Research Office, provided that this exceptiorl

shall not have any application wlt¡respect to recorcis related 1.o the provision of staff

services to any committee or subconunittee or to any records which are or have been

previously publicly disclosed by or pursuant to the direction of an individual merlber of

the Ceneral AssemblY;

fÐt13¡ Records that are of historical research value which are given or sold to public

archival institutions, public libraries, or libraries of a r-r¡rit of the Board of Regents of the

University System of Georgia when the owner or donor of such records wishes to place

restrictions on access to the recorcls. No restriction orr access, however, lllay extencl mol'e

than 75 years frorn the date of donation or sale. This exemption shall not apply to any

records prepared in the course of the operation of state or local goverrunents of the State

of Georgia;

(+0X14) Records that contain infonnation from the Department of Natural Resources

inventory and register relating to the location and character of a historic property or of

lristoric properties as those tenns are deflrnecl in Code Sections l2-3-50. I and 12-3-50.2

if the Departrnent of Natural Resources through its Division of Historic Preservation

deterrnines that disclosure will create a substantial risk of harm, theft, or destruction to

the proper-ty or properties or tlie area or place where the property or propefties are

located;

(tftl)tlÐ Records of farm water use by individual fanns as deterrnined by

water-rneasuring devices installed pursuant to Code Section 12-5-31 or 12-5-105;

provided, however, that cornpilations of such records for the 52large watershed basins

as identified by the eight-digit United States Geologic Survey hydrologic code or an

aquifer that do not reveal farm water use by inctividual fanns shall be sutrject to

disclosure under this article;

Ét€2X1O Agricultural or foocl systern records, data, or infonnation that are considered

by the Cscrrg.ia Departrnent of Agriculture to be a part of the critical infrastructure,

provided that nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the release of such records, data, or

infonnation to another State or federal agency if the release of such records. clata. or

info¡nation is necessary to prevent or control disease or to protect public health, safet¡',

or welfare. As used in this paragraph, the term'critical infrastructure'shallhave the sal'ne

meaning as in 42 U.S.C. Section 5 195c(e). Such records, data, or infortnation shall be

subject to disclosure only upon the order of a court of competent juriscliction;

flffiXl7) Records, data, or infon¡ation collected, recorded, or otherwise obtainecl that

is deerlrecl co¡fidential by the €rlorgiã Departlt'ìent of Agriculture for the pur-lroses of the
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n¿ttional anirnal iclentifìcatioti system, proviclecl that nothing in this paragraph shall

prevent the reiease of such recorcls, clata, or infolnlation to anotirer state or f'ecleral agellcy

if the release of such recorcls. clata. or infon¡ation is necessat-v to prevent or control

clisease or to protect public healtll, salèt-v. or u'ellare, As used irr this ¡rara_uraph. the tcrrrr

'national ¿lnitnal iclentification prograln'rìlear'ìs a rìational progral'ì'ì intenclecl to iclentil'v

altitnals and tracl< theitt as tltey'cotue into contact ri ith or colnrningle rvitir allinlals othcl'

than herclmates ft'otn theirprenrises of origin. Such recorrls, data, or int'onnation shalltre

sr"rlrject to disclosr,tre onl1, utpon the orcier of a court of competent jLrrisdictiolll

t+ü0-81 Recorcls that contain srtr-spccrfrc site-specific informatiorr regarclin-u tlrc

occurrence of rare species of ¡tlants or animals or the location of sensitive natural hatlilats

on public or private propertv if the Departurent of Natural Resources detennines that

clisclosure wili create a substantial risk of hanrr, theft, or destruction to the slrecies or

habitats or the area or place u'here the species or hatritats are locatecl; provicled. lìorveve r.

that the owner or owlrer*\ ol'pt'ii'ate pt'opert)/ ulrorr r.r'hich rare species of plants ol' aninr¡ ls

occLu'or upon which sensitive natulal habitats are located shall be entitlecl t<l sucll

inf'ornration pursuant to this article.

r,1fi d*iffi rraîcc-û1^rnc.dica1_irr-Fornrzrtrt¡r-rrr

tH.Ð0Ð Recorcls that wot¡H reveal the natnes. home adclresses. telephone nunllre rs^

securitl, cocles. e-nrail acidlesscs. or arly otheldata or infbrrnation cievelopecl. collectetl.

ttr received by counties or rirurricipalities in connectiorr u'ith neighborhood \\jatcl'ì or'

public sal'ety notifìcation progran.ìs or with the installation, servicing. rlaintairrirrg.

o¡reratilrg, selling. or leasing of burrglar alarur systerl'rs. fìre alartl syster'ìls, ot'otlter

electroltic security systerrs; providecl. lìowever. that initial police reports and initial

ilrciclc¡rt reports shall rcurain sub.ject to clisclosul'e pllrsuant to para,traplt (4) ttf'this

subsection;

tll3)GO(A) Records that reveal an An inciiviciual's sociai security numt'rer. rlotlter's

birth name, credit carcl infonrration. clebit carcl in[onnation, bank account infc'rtnaliotl.

account number, inc+uding? Lrtility accolrrlt nunlber" passu/orci usecJ to access his or hci'

accourlt. frnancial clata or infbrulation. ar¡cl itrsurance or meciical infontration ill all

recorcis. ¡¡d unlistecl telepirone nurnber if so clesignatecl i¡r a prlblic recorcl" persortù!

e-rnail acldress or cellr-rlar telephorre rlumber. ifurnrc:atfl.casitrtc-âtrc-asûftrt¡k:cost:

clav apcl lnontlt of tlil'th. rrhich anci information regarding putrlic utilit)'. televisiclrl.

this subparaqraph shallbe reclactecl prior to disclosure of any recorcl reqr"resteci purstlant

t9 this at'ticle: provirleci. horvever. that such infornlatiotr shall not be redactecl ft'otrr such
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records if the person or entity requesting such records requests such infonnation in a

writing signed under oath by such person or a person legally authorized to represent

such entity which states that such person or entity is gathering information as a

representative of a news rnedia organization for use in connection with news gathering

and reporting; and provided, further, that such access shall be limited to social security

numbers and day a¡d rnonth of birth; and provided, further, that this the news nredia

organization excePtion

in this subparagraph shall not apply to

paragraph

t13rÐ (-21) of this subsection.

EËnÛsq

(B) This paragraph shall have no application to:

(i) The disclosure of infonlation contained in the records or papers of any coult or

derived therefrorn including without limitation records rnaintained pursuant to

Article 9 of Title I l;

(ii) The disclosure of infornration to a couft, prosçcutor, or publicly ernployed law

enforeement officer, or authorized agent thereof, seeking records in an official

capacity;

(iii) The disclosure of inforrnation to a public ernployee of this state, its political

subdivisions, or the United States who is obtaining such infonnation for

administrative purposes, in which case, subject to applicable laws of the Unitecl

States, further access to such inforrnation shall continue to be subject to the provisions

of this paragraph;

(iv) The disclosure of information as authorizecl by the order of a court of cornpeterrt

juriscliction upon good cause shown to have access to any or all of such infor¡nation

upon such conditions as may be set forth in such order;

(v) The disclosure of infonnation to the individual in respect of whoni such

infognation is rnaintained, r.vith the authorization thereof, or to an authorized agent

thereof; provided, howevero that the agency maintaining such inforrnation shall

require proper identification of such individual or such individual's agent, or proof of

authorization, as determined by such agency;

(vi) The disclosure of the day and rnonth of bi¡th and mother's birth name of a

deceased individual;

-24 -
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(vii) The clisclosure by an agellcv of credit or pa)/llent infonnation in corlnection

rvith a request by a cottsumer reporting agerrc\¡ as that term is clelinecl r-lucler thc

federal Fair Credit Reporting Act ( 15 U.S.C. Section l68 l, er seq.):

(viii) Thedisclosurebyarra-qenc,vofinfonnationinitsrecorclsinconnectiortr,r'itllthe

agency's discharging or fulfìlling of its cluties and res¡ronsibilities. inclr-rdirrg. ['rut nor

lillitecl to. the colleciioll ol'ciel'rts orvecl to the agenc)'or ilrcìivicluals or elrtitics u llonl

the agenc¡r assists in the collection of debts ou,ed to the incliviclual or entit)':

(ix) The clisclosure of inforuration necessary to cornpl¡; r,vith legal or regulatorv

recluirernents or for legitinrate larv enforceilrent lturposes: or

(x) The disclosure of the clate of birth rvithin crirninal recorcls.

(C') Recorcis and information clisserninatecl pursuant to this paragraph ma,v lre r"rsecl onli'

tr,v the authorized recipient and oniy for the authorizecl purpose, Any ¡'rersorl r,r,ho

obtains recorcls or information pursrìant to tlre provisions of tliis paragraph ancl

lcnorvingly and ivillfr-rlly ctiscloses. clistributes. ol sells such records ol infon¡aticln to

an unauthorized recipient or for an unarrtllorizecl pLrrpose shall be ,euiltv of 'r

rnisclerrreanor of a high antì aggravated nature ancl upon conviction thereol shall be

l)unished as provicled in Cocle Section l7- l0-4. Any person injured thereb,v shall have

acaLlSeofactionforinvasionofprivacy.@n.manttotimryarasTâph
eaffi0:+i3-+4-

(D) In tJre event that the custoclian of public records protected by this paragralrh has

goocl fnith reason to lrelier¡e tltat a pencling request fbr such recorcis has beert macle

fì'auc|-rlently, utrcler {'alse preterlses. or b¡i rneans of false sweariug, such cLtstodiali shall

a¡t1ll.v to the superior courl of the county irt r.r'hich such recol'cis al'e llraiutailrecl l'oi'a

protective order iimiting or prohibiting access to such records,

(E) This para_eraph shall su¡rpiement ancl sliall not supplant. overtlle. replace. or

otherivise rloclifyorsupersecle any¡trovisioit r.rl'st¿tlt¡te. r'egulatiott. or Iatv ol'the {'etìcl'lrl

governtnent or of this state as r'ìo\Ã/ or hereaFter anrendec'l or enactecl lequiring.

¡estrictipg. or ltrohibiting access io tlie inlbrnratìon iclentifÌecl irt subparagraph (A) of'

this paragraph and shall constitute oitly a regulatiorr ol'the methods of such access

i¡'here not otherwise providecl for, restricted. or prohibitedl

infbrmation" banl< account infonnation. account nutnber. utility accoul'lt nutlrbe-L

corlrpensation [r]¡ a governnlent ar¡enc]¿. unlistecl telephorle lltrrlibel' i{'so (lesiÍIl]atecl-ili ¡

25-
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(C) Other political subdivisions of this state:

890

891

892

893

894

89s

89ó

89'7

898

899

900

901

902

903

904

905

906

907

908

909

9r0

911

912

913

914

9r5

9r6

9t7

918

919

920

921

922

923

924

92s

926

deoartment:

$ÐCÐ Public records containing infonnation that would disclose or might lead to the

disclosure of any component in the process used to execute or adopt an electronic

signature, if such disclosure would or might cause the electronic signature to cease being

under the sole control of the person using it. For purposes of this paragraph, the term

'electronic signature' has the same rneaning as that tenn is defined in Code

Section 10-12-2;

thcrsot

board of edæatiorr Public disslosure shall alss rrstbe required fio¡ recsrds tl¡at ¡eveal tl¡e

nonput*icscttosb

family rnembers. and emergency contact persons: or

-26 -
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nrriffil-&
ffi(24)Recorc1saccluired@b,vailagenc},fbrthepLlI.l)oSeofestalll;slrirrgor.
iiu¡rlertterrting. or assisting in tlie estaLrlishnent or irnpleurentation o1', a carpoolit'tg or

ridesharing program, -addrcsl:

ï tbei:-orhotrs

t@inctn H"rms

iræ1rqr tc'rcs@m ucfinogr1n]Ï

lrc@ m*airci

inchr*cs including, but'is not limite<J to, the forrnation of carpools, vanpools. or'truspools.

the provision of transit routes. ridesliarc research. ancl thc cleveloprnent o1'otlier denlancl

rnanagen'ìent strategies sucir as valiable wor[<ing hours ancl telecorlmuting:

tlÐ(25x4) Records; the clisclosure of u,hich wor¡lcl compromise securitv a-eairrst

sairotage c'lr crirlinal or terrorist acts ancl the nonclisciosure of i,vhich is necessar'¡,' lor tìrc

protectiorr of lile. safety, or pr-rblic property, r'r,hich shatl be limitect to the follou'ing:

(i) Security plans ancl vulnerability assessnlerlts fbr zrny public utilit¡,. techrrolog¡

infrastructure, building. facility. function, or activit¡, in effect at the tirne oI tlle

request for disclosure or pertaining to a plan or assessment in effect a1 such titne:

(ii) Any plan lor protection against ten'orist or other attacks;wffian tilat clepends

for its effectiveness in r,i'hole or in parl upon a lack of general public knor,vleclge o I its

cletails:

(iii) Any document relatin-e to tire existence. rrature. location. ot' function cl{'securitl'

cler,'ices clesi-unecl to protect agairtst terrorist or other attacks.-w*nclr-dcl-rc-cs tllat

cleperrcl lor theii'ef'fèctivoless in u'liole or irr part Lrpon a lack of general public

knor,vleclge;

(iv) An.v plan. blueprint, or other material u'hicll if rriade public coulcl cottt¡'rrotttise

securitl, against sabotage. crimirral. or terroristic acts: ancl

(i,) Recorcls of an,v govet'nnrent sponsored pro-granls cottcerning training ru:latilc to

qovernlïental seci-n'it-v nreasures whjch rvor-rlcl identify persolls beirtg traitlecl ol'

instructors or rvoulcl reveal infbrrration described in divisions (i) througi'r (iv) ol'this

subparagraph.

(B) I¡ the event of litigatiorr challenging nonclisclosure pursuant to this paragraph bv

an agenc), of a ciocument coveLed by this paragraph. tlte court trtal' revievv tlre

docr"¡¡ents i¡ question in cal'ì'ìera and may coltclition, irt writing, any clisclosLlre Lli)oll

such rneasures as the couft uray frrrcl to be necessary to protect agairrst eudan-Êiet'tttctrt

of life, safety. or pr-rblic !lropert)j.

1i
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(C) As used in'divisisns ciivision (i)aû#@ of subparagraph (A) of this paragra¡rh, the

tenn ,actir¡ity' rneans deployment or surveillance strategies, actions rliarlcjatetJ by

cha¡ges in the federal threat level, motorcacles, contingency plans, proposecl or

alternative motorcade routes, executive and dignitary protection, planned responses to

criminal or terrorist actions, after-action reports still in use, proposed or actual plans

and responses to biotenorisrn, and proposed or actual plans and responses to requestitlg

and receiving the National Pharmacy Stockpile;

tf6X2O Unless the request is rnade by the accused in a crirninal case or by his or her

attomey, public records of an emergencyg-l-l system' as defined inparagraph (3) of

Code Section 46-5-122, containing infonnation which would reveal the name, address,

or telephone number of a person placing a call to a publie safety answering point;"rrffir.

Such inforrnation may be redacted from such records ìf necessary to prevent the

disclosure of the identity of a confidential source, to prevent disclosure of nraterialrvhich

would endanger the life or physical safety of any person or persons, or to prevent the

disclosure of the existence of a confidential surveillance or investigation;

ffi)Ø) Records of athletic or recreational programs, available through the state or a

political subdivision of the state, that include information identifying a chilcl or

children l2 years of age or under by name, address, telephone number, or elllel'getlcy

contact, unless such identifying information has been redacted;

tLS)12Ð Records of the State Road and Tollway Authority which would reveal the

financial accounts or travel history of any individual who is a motorist upon s'nch any toll

preject

;

tigxæ.) Records rnaintained by public postsecondary educational institutions in tliis

state and associated foundations of such institutions that contain personal information

conceming donors or potential donors to such institutions or foundations; providecl.

however, that the name of any donor and the amount of donation made by such dotror

shall be subject to disclosure if such donor or any entity in which such dotror lias a

substantial interest transacts business with the public postsecondary educational

institution to which the donation is made within three years of the date of such clonation.

As used in this paragraph, the tenl'transact business'means to sell or lease any personal

property, real property, or services on behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as

an agent, broker, dealer, or representative in an amount in excess of $10,000.00 in the

aggregate in a calendar year; and the term'substantial interest' uteans the direct or indirect

ownership of more than 25 percent of the assets or stock of an entity;
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t02s
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I 032

r 031

r 0i4

r 035

eùOQ Records of the Metropolitail Atlattta lìapicl Tlansit Autliority or of an,v othcr'

transit systetn tliat is corurected to that system's TransCard" or SmartCarcl, or successer

or similar systern wirich r,r'ould t'eveai the tìnancial records or travel historl, ol ârtv

lnclir,'iclural r.r'ho is a purchaser of'a f ransCarcl. or SrnartCarcl" or suçççssar_er similar fàr'e

mecliunl. Such financial recot'cls shall inclr,rcle" br:t not be lillrited to. social securiry'

nunlber. horle address. houre telephone nuurtrer, e-rlail address, credit or clebit carci

intbrmation. and trank accor"rnt intbnlation trut shall not illclude the user's lìalì1e:

ÊÐOll Building rrapping int-onnation lrrocluceclancl rnaintaincrlpLlrsLlalli ro;\,rticlc l0

of Chapter' 3 of Title 38:

@ßA Notwithstanding tlrc ¡rrov'isions of ¡raragra¡rh (4)of lhis sr-rbsection. an)'ph-v5¡.,,,

er.'idence or investigatoD/ lllaterials that are ei'iclellce of an allegecl violatiorl of'Pal't 2 ol'

Al'ticle 3 ol'Chapter l2 oIl'itle l6=t-ffir ancl are in the ¡rossess;iotr. custody^ ol'coirtr'()l

o l' Iau, ell{'orcer.ì1ent. l)r'osecllti0rr, or regu Iator¡, agencies: or

ei)eÐ Recorcls tl-ìat are expressl,v exerllpt fì'om public inspection pursLraltt to ('ode

Sectiorrs ,41-l- l4 anci 4i-l-127.,

(34) ¡\n),'trade secrets obtainecl fionr a person or business entit_v_that are requireci b)'lau'.

re-qul-aliolr. bid. or reqLrest for proposal to be sr,rbllittecl to an agenc)¡, An entit)'

subtnitting records containinÍ{ tracle secrets that i,r'ishes to keep such recorcls conficlentiÂl

uncler this paragrapli shail submit and attach to tire records an afficlavit allÌrmativQ.i5

cleclaring that specific in{brrlratiEl in lhe recsj'ris constitute trade secrets irul'sLlant tcì

the entitl¿ of its intention to procluce such recorcls as set forth in this paragraph. -Ll'the

If such entitv a

all

vent frl
rcler that

action shall sen¡e tire requestor lvith a copy of its coutt t'tling. if the agcnc), tn¿il<es a

cletennination that the specif-rcall-vjdentif,recl infbrmation cloes constitute a tracle secrct.

disclosure:

tUffiis-an
flJ(35) Data
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agerrc:-ortotaA, records, or infornration of a proprietaty nature, produced or collected

by or for faculty or staff of state institutions of higher learning, or other govorrurental

agencies, in the conduct of, or as a result of, stucly or research on Couunercial, scientific'

technical, or scholarly issues, whetl'rer sponsored by the institution alone or in conjunction

with a goverrunental body or private concern, where such data, recOrds, or infornration

has not been publicly released, published, copyrighted, or patented;

(Ð(ft) A¡y data, records, or information developed, collected, or receivecl by or on

behalf of faculty, staff, ernployees, or students of an institution of higher education or any

public or private entity supporling or participating in the activities of an institution of

higher education in the conduct of or as a result of study or resealch on meclical'

scientific, technical, scholarly, or artistic issues, whether sponsored by the institution

alone or in conjunction with a goverrunental body or private entity, until such inforrnation

is published, patented, otherwise publicly disseminated, or released to an agency

whereupon the request must be made to the agency. This srb'secticrrrap'ptics pgagraBh

shall apply to, but is shall not b limited to, infonnation provided by participants in

research, research notes ancl data, discoveries, research projects, methodologies,

protocols, and creative works; sr

i rnpl ernenting regulations:

(Ð(s)Unlessothenriseprovidedbylaw,@recordsconsisting
of questions, scoring keys, and other materials; constituting a test that derives value from

being unknown to the test taker prior to administratioq which is to be adrninistered by

the State

Board of Education, the Offîce of Student Achievement, the Professional Standards

Coryunission, or a local school system, if reasonable measures are taken by the owner of

the test to protect security and confidentiality; provided, however, that the State Board

of Educatioll lnay establish procedures whereby a person may view, but not copy, such

records if viewing will not, in the judgrnent of the board, affect the result of

adrninistration of such test. These lirnitations shall not be interpreted by any couft of law

to include or otherwise exempt frorn inspection the records of any athletic association or

other nonprofît entity prornoting intercollegiate athleticsi

(Ð(39) Records disclosing

re.ffiosetheidentityorpersonallyidentifiableinfornrationofanyperSol.I

-30-
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participating in research on cotìlrnercial, scientifìc, technical, rleclicai. scholarll,. 6¡.

artistic issues conductecl by the Departurent of Conlmunity l{ealth, the Departrnent of
Public Healtli, tlrc Departnlent of Behavioral I-lealth and Developmental Disabilities. or

a state institution of higher eciucation whether sponsored by the institr.rtion al<>nc or in

con-iunctiou i,r,itli a govenrnental bocly or ¡trii'ate cntity. f'crstnr.tH-:.--rclmtifHrlc

ar "n-com titfûfthrinfûrmarrt-.$rc-arc\-hæ

ffi'w'isc';
(dX40) Anv Thi

penranent recorcl.s maintainecl by a.iuclge of the probate couft pursuant to Cocir: Sectiorr

l6-l I-129. relating to weapor'ìs carry licenses. or pursuant to any other reciuirement lbr

tnaintainirrgrecorclsrelatir,'etcltltepossessionoffirearlns

@tagsnclcs-frorlT.ot f.Tming. except to the extent that sucl1r'ecorcis

relating to licensing ancl posscssiorr of fireanls arc sought b)¡ law etrforcernent agencies

as ¡rrovicled by law;;

rezd:

fl)(41) Records containing conrmr-rnications sutr.iect to the TLrc attorney-client privile-ue

recognized by state law to-t'ltet'xtctttlmt-ar^c-cr¡ çrt'm5rfi

@-mi?fficting-û1-putcnf iirl

t+tryr.tion-^settlenrcnt-*mîïarclmifüstratiïe-prortcrclings;trrotlrerfrnffirctrrnr;{rrcugiit

@stthc-?rgPnc \rcrc-r:

@tor, Attorne)¡-c l ient cornrnu nicati ons. hclr,vever. rnay tre oilta i n ccl

in a proceeding under Code Section 50-18-73 to prove.justifrcation or lack thereof in

refr.rsing clisclosure of clocuments under tiris Cocle section proviclecl thejuclgc ol'the coLirt

in i.vhich sait{ such proceeclin.e is pencling shall first <Jeterrnine b¡'an in camer'¿r

exar¡ination that such disclosurre rvcluld Lre relevant on that issue. In ac'ldition"-tulren ¿tii

sr.rch proceeding is pencli¡ig <Jetennine by an in camera exatniltation ivhether sr"rEll

i rrformation u'as proBelly u'ithhelci:

(Ð(42) Confictential+lrc-conftcntr.¡1-it*qf attonley work product. ln aclclition. wltcn ittt

ldlJl¡aflqn-lvar-prEædvgl!-l¡-e]-d' c,1'
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S)(43) Records containing @iû tax matters or tax inforrnation that

is confidential; under state or fecleral law: or

€X44) Records consisting of any computer

program or computer software used or rnaintainecl in the course of operation of a pulllic

office or agency;

61(Ð This Code section shall be interpreted narrowly so as to exclude from disclosure

only that porlion of a public record to which an exclusion is directly applicable. It shall be

the duty of the agency having custody of a record to provide all other portions of a record

for public inspeetion or coPYing'

50ffi.

an exhibit shall. upon request. provide one or more of the following:

(A) A ohotoeraoh:

lB) A ohotocoov:
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(C) A fàcsimiie: or

(D) Another reprocluction.

(3) The provisions of this article regarcling fees fbr lllocluction of a recorcl. inclucling. ltut

not limited to. subsections (_c) artd (d) of Code Section 50-18-7i. shall applyto_g¡llþils

prodr"rced according to this sub.section.

Lcl) An),'ph)¿sical eviclence that is use<J as an exhibit in a criminal or civil trial to shou, or

support an allegeci violation of Par-t 2 of Article 3 of Chapter'12 of Title 1(r shall rrot be

open to public inspection except b)z couil order. If the.iuclge airproves inspection ol'such

ph)¡sical evidence^ the.iudge shall designate^ in writing" the facilit)¡ ownecl or operatecl [r],

an agency of the state or local govenlmertt where sLrcil phlisical evidence maJ- be inspected.

"lt'tlie.iudge pe . sr-rch property or rnaterial shall not ['re pliotogiA!&ct.

coiriecl" or reproc'lucecl bt'alt), rnearts, Any llersorl r.vho I'iolates tite pror,isitlns of'tlris

iurprisomrent for not less than one nor more than 20 ),ears. a f-rne of not nlorc tharr

$ 100.000.00. or both.

50- r 8-73.

(a) 1'he superior coLtrts of'this state shall have.ir"rrisdictiolr in larv ancJ irr ecluit¡,to el"ltertailr

actions agaínst persons or agencies iraving custody of records open to the public uitclei'this

article to enforce compliance r,vith the provisions of tiris articie. Such actions, r'uar, lrc

brought by any persou. fìrnr, corporatiorl, or other entity. In addition. tire Attorne;.' General

slrallliai,eauthoritytobringsuclractionsffiinlrisorIrerdiscretjolr
írs nìAV be allpropriate to enfbrce corrpliance u'i1h tliis article and to seek eithe¡ cir,'il or'

criminal penalties or both.

(t ) ln arr1, actioll brought to eufìrrce the provisions of this chapter in ivhich the coltrt

cletemrines that either party acted r¡,ithout sr"rbsta¡ltial.jLrstification either in not cotitltiviltg

ivith this chapteror in instituting tlie litigation, the court shall. unless it fìnds tlial s¡lecial

circumstances exist, assess in fävor o1 tlie corlirlaining party reasonatrle attorney's fèe s altcl

clther litigation costs reasonably'incurred. Whether the position of the cornplaiiritrg partv

u,as substantially justified shall be rletennitrecl on the basis of the record as a ll'holc u hich

is rnade in the proceeding f'or u'hich 1'ees ancl othcr expenses ttre sourght.

(c) i\n,v agenc.v or persolt ivho ¡trovicies access to infbrmation in -qooci faith t'eliallce o1ì ihc

recluirerlcnts of this clrairter sliall rrot be liable in arty actiotl on accoLlnt of hawrng, prtn-itluì

acc-css-f rsucffi ì¡rir.rticnü!cll--d-9Ei$l-9ll

-1 -)
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s0- I 8-74.

*, Any person gr entity knowingry and willfuuy viorating the provisio's of this article by

failing or refusing to provide access to records not subject to exemption from this article'

c,rbyknowinglyandwillingl}¡failingorrefusingtoprovideaccesstosuchrecordswitlritt
tha tirrrp linritq set forth in this articte, or Uy knowingly and

obtain or review shall be guirty of a misde*eanor and upon conviction shall be pu'ished

not to exceed $+-0û.00

the tirne limits set forth in this article

by a fine

l 180

r l8l
Ir82
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u84

l 185

r t86
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l l9l
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1 200
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1202
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l 205

l 206

1207

I 208

l 209

l2l0
12l I

t2l2

t2t3
12t4

50- l 8-75.

Comrnunications between the Office of Legislative Counsel and the following persons shall

be privileged and confrdential: members of the General Assernbly, the Lieutenant

Governor, and persons acting on behalf of such public officers; and such comtnunications,

and records a¡d work product relating to such conrmunications, shall ¡tot be sub.iect to

inspection or disclosure under this article or any other law or under judicial process;

provided, however, that this privilege shall not apply where it is rvaived by the affected

public officer or offrcers. The privilege established under this Code section is in addition

to any other constitutional, statutory, or comn:Ion law privilege.

50- I 8-76.

No fon¡, document, or other written matter which is required by law or rule or regr'rlation

to be filed as a vital record under the provisions of Chapter l0 of Title 3 l, which contains

Section 45-ll-1.
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infornlation which is exetn¡rt ticrrn clisclosure unclerCocle Sectiorr 3l-10-25. arid ii'hiclr is

teurporaril,v kept or nlaintaitred in arry fìle or rvitll arr;, othcr docuntellts ill the oFijcc o['rhc

.iucl-ee or clerk of any coLlrt prior to filing with the l)epartrnent oIPLrblic i-lealth shall ire

operl io inspection by the general ¡rublic. even though the other llapers or c{ocunrenrs in

such file may be open to inspection.

.s0- I fì-77.
-l'he 

lrroceclures ancl fees proviclecl {br in this article shall not appl.v to putriic recorcls.

inclucling records that are exerript fiom disclosLrre ¡lursuant to (lode Section 50- l8-72.

rvhich are requested in writirrg by a state or fecleral grand .jury, taxing authority. larv

enforcement agency, or pl'osecuting attonle¡r ill cortjurtction r,vith an ongoing

administrative, criminal, or tax investigation. The laivful custoclian shall provicle colries of

such recorcls to the requestin-e agencv unless such records are ¡lrivileged or clisclosure to

sr-rch agencies is s¡lecifically restrictecl [r5r lau,."

SECTION 3.

'l'itle l5 of the OtTcial Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to courls. is arnended b.v levisirt-e

strbscction (c) ol'Codc Section l5-i2-ll. relating to appointl'ìtent of court ¡rersotttrel itt

certailt coullties,.jurclr cluestiounaires, ancl construction rvith other law's. as follows:

"(c) .luror questionnaires shall be confìdential artclshall be exempt from public clisclosure

irursuant to ffi Article 4 of Chapter lU of Title 50; provicled. hori'ever.

that jLrr_v cjuestionnaires shall tle providecl to the court ancl to the parties at auy stage of'the

¡troceeclings. inclucling pretrial. trial. appellate. or llost-conviction proceeclirt-us. altcl sh¿tll

tte nrac'le a part olthe recorcl under seal. 'l-he inlìx'nlaticln c{isclosecl to a part,v pLlrsuallt to

tfiis subsection shall onl¡,'be usect lry the parties fbr purposes of ¡rursuing a clainl. clef'erlse,

or other issue in tlte case."

SECTION 4.

Said title is turther anrenclecl by revising paragraph (10) of subsection (a) ol'(locle

Section i5-i6-10 of the Official Clocle of Georgia Annotatecl. relating to duties o1'sherif f''s.

as f-ollori,s:

"( i0) To clevelop and im¡rlenrent a comprehensive plan for the security of the coLrlrty

courlhouse ancl any courthouse armex, Prior to the irrrplernentation of any security ¡llan.

tire pla¡ shall be subnlittecl to the chiefjudge of the superiot'coLlrt of'the circuit q'hereitl

the courthouse or courthouse annex is loiated fbr revieu,. The chief.iucl-ee shall have '10

cia¡rs to review the original or any subsecluent securit¡r ¡rian. The chiefjutlge i1ì¿ì)'tllalie

modifircations to the original ol any subsecluerrt security plan. The sheriff shall provicle

1239
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to the county gover.¡ing authority the estirnated cost of any security plan and a schec[¡le

for irnplernentation 30 days prior to adoption of any security plan. A comprehensive plan

for couftl"rouse security shall be considered a confidential matter of public securit,v.

Review of a proposed security plan by the governing authority shall be exclucleci frorn the

requirements of Code Section 50-l4-t

iffi.Suclrsecurityplanshallalsobeexclucledfrorrrpublic
disclosure pursuanr to paragraph ffi (25) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50- I 8-72.

The sheriff shall be the official custodian of the cornprehensive courlhouse security plan

and shall deterurine who has access to such plan and any such access and review shall

occur in the sheriffs off,rce or at a meeting of the county governing authorit¡r held as

provided in paragraph (Ð (41 of subsection (b) of Code Section 50-14-3; provided,

however, that the sheriff shall lnake the original security plan available upon request tbr

temporary, exclusive review by anyjudge whose courtroom or chambers is located within

t¡e courthouse or courthouse aruìex or by any coüullissioner of the county in whicli the

coufthouse or courthouse annex is located. The sheriff shall be responsible to conduct

a fbrural review of the security plan not less than every four years."

SECTION 5.

Title 20 of the Off¡cial Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to education, is amen<ied by

revising paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-55, relating to per diem,

insurance, and expenses of local board members, as follows:

"(2) Inanylocal school systemforwhichnolocal Actispassed,membersofthelocal

board of education shall, when approved by the local board affected, receive a per diern

of $50.00 for each day of attendance at a meeting, as defined in paragraph €l lÐ of

subsection (a) of Code Section 50-14-1, of the board, plus reirnbursement for actual

expenses necessarily incuned in connection therewith; provided, hor,vever. that in any

independent school system with a full-tirne equivalent (FTE) prograrn courlt of less than

4,000 students for which no local Act is passed, rnenrbers of the local board of education

may, when approved by the affected local board, receive a per dieur of not less than

550.00 and not more than $i00.00 for each day of attendance at a meeting, as defined in

paragraph (Ð (Ð of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-14-1, of the board, plus

reimbursement for actual expenses. The accounts for such service and expenses shall be

subrnitted for approval to the local school superintendent. In all school districts, the

colnpensation of members of local boards shall be paid only frorn the local tax funds

available to local boards for educational purposes. This paragraph shall apply only to

local board of education members elected or appointed on or after July 1 ,2010."
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SECTION 6.

Title 3l of the Oftjcial Code of'Georgia Annotatecl. relating to irealth, is aurendeclb¡r revisirrg

strbsection (b) of Cocle Section 3l-7-402. relating to content ancl form of notice to Attorttcv

Cìcnel'al. retention oIexperts. anci payment of costs ancï expenses. as follor,vs:

"(b) The Attorney'Gencral nra)/ llrescriLle a fornr of'notice to lre utilizect by'the sellel'clr

lessor and the acquiring entity and r-nay reqr.rire inlbnnation in acldition to that specifìecl in

this article if the disclosure of sr-rch infbnnation is detennirrecl by the Attorne,v Ceneral tcl

be in the pubiic interest, The notice to the Attorire¡,'Ceneral requireci by this article ancl all

clocumeirts relatecl therelo shall be cortsiclerecl ¡lublic recorcls plrrsLlallt to €rrclc-Scctn¡r

5ffitr10 Anicle 4 of Chapter l8 of'J'itle 50."

SECTION 7.

Saicl title is tLrrther amenclecl b1,r'ei'ising sr-rbsectiort (a) of Code Sectiorl 3l-7-405. r'elating

tcl public hearing. expet't or consultarlt requirecl to testil,v'. testiurony" ancl representative of

accil¡iring entitv to testif¡¡. as fbllor,r's:

"(a) \\rithill 60 clai's afier receipt of the notice urtcler this article. the Attorue¡,'Cetreral sitall

co¡cltrct a public hearing regarding the proposed transaction in the county in u'hich the

rnain carnpus of the lrospital is located, At sucli hearing. the Attorrrey Cìerlel'al shall

¡rrovicie an opportunit,v fbr those persons in favor of tlie transactiolt, tltose persolìs opposecl

to the transaction, ancl other interested persoils tct be ltearcl, The Attornev Gctle'l'al sll¿rll

also receive written colnlllents regarcling the trattsactiorl tì'orn an); illterestecl persotl. atttl

sr.rclrwrittencol11ffìentssltallllecollsi<lereclptrlllict.ecorc1spurSuantto€tffion

5Ht=70 50 "

SECTIOI'{ B.

Title 33 of the Official Cocle of Georgia Annotated, relating to insurance, is atttetttiecl [r.v

revising sutrsection (c) of Cocie Section 33-2-8.1, relating to purpose of Code section,

preparation by Cornmissioner of supplemental repon on property and casualty ittsuratlce.

contents ol'report. ancl request f'or information" as follows:

"(c) l'¡e Cour¡rissioner sìlall irlvestigate every llccnse<J property ancl castraltf itrs;utrer tltat

is clesignate<J b1, tlie Natiolraì Association ol' insurance Collrtlrissioners as neeclrltg

illrmediate or targetecl regulatorl,attention allcl shall inclucle irl his report the tluttlber of'

such insurers rvhicir his investi-uation confìr'rns a¡'e in rreed of itnllle<Jiate or tar-qete(l

r.egr,rlatory attention and the rìarües of such insurers r.vhich are in fbrmal rehabilitation"

liqr,riclatiorl, or con.servatorship. The Comurissioner shall obtain fiorn tlie National

Association of Insr-rrance Cornrnissioners the necessary' infbrmation to itupletnent this

su[rsectio¡rattd,notu,itlrstarrclirrg1.ltepror,isionsofffiArticle4ol.
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Chapter l8 of Title 50, shall r,vitlihold from public i¡spection any sucli i¡formatio'

received from the National Association of lnsurance comrnissioners under an expectatlon

of confrdentialitY."

SECTION 9.

Title 36 of the official code of Georgia Annotated, relating to local goverrunent' is amencÌecl

by revising subsection (d) of Code Section 36-'16-6, relating to franchise fees, as follows:

,,(d) The statements made pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section and any recor ds

or i.formation furnished or disclosed by a cable service provider or video sen¿ice provider

to an affected local governing authority pursuant to subsection (c) of this Code section shall

be exempr from public inspection under ffi &flgþ4-afglrapter 1 B of

Title 50."

SECTION 10.

Code Section 3g-3-152 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to creation and

operation ofbuilding mapping inforuration systern, availability to goverrunent agencies, rules

a¡d regulations, federal funding sources, exernption of infon:ration from public disclosure ,

recomrrìerldations for training guidelines, and limitations, is amended by revising

subsection (Ð as follows:

"(Ð Infolnation provided to the agency under this anicle shall be exempt fronr public

disclosure ro rhe extent provided in paragraph (?t) [3 1) of subsection (a) of Code Section

50-t8-72;'

SECTION 1I

Code Section 40-5-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to kee¡ring of

records of applications for licenses and infonnation on licensees and furnishing of

inforrnation, is atnended by revising subsection (b) as follows:

"(b) The records nraintained by the deparlrnent on individual drivers are exetnpt from any

Iaw of tl'ris state requiring that sucl'r records be open for public inspection; provided,

however, tliat initial arrest reports, incident repofts, and the records pertaining to

investigations or prosecutions of crirninal orunlawful activity shall be subject to disclosure

pursuant to paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of' Code Section 50- 18-72 ancl related

provisions. Georgia Unifonn Motor Vehicle Accident Reports shall be strbject to

disclosure pursuant to paragraph ffr+) (l) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50- l8-72. 'lhe

deparlment shall not rnake records or personal information available on any driver except

as otherwise provided in this Code section or as otherwise specifîcally recluired by I8

U.S.C. Section 2'721."
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SECTION 12.

Title 43 of the OtTìcial Code of Cìeorgia Antrotateci, r'clating to profbssions and busirtcsscs.

is anrerrclecl by revising paragra¡lh (4) of'Code Seclion 43-34-1. relating to lnaintenance of'

roster b¡,6.ortta Comtrrosite Meclical Boarcl anc'l conl'rdeutialitlz, as fbllows:

'(4) The clelitlerations of the lroarcJ u,ith respect to an ap¡llicatior]. a¡t exalnill¿ltiolr. a

complaint, an investigation" or a <lisciplinary'procceding" except as lìray be coutairtecl in

offìcial boarcJ ininutes; proviclecl. hou,'ever. thai sr,rch deliberatiot'ìs ntay ire releaseci onl,v

to anotlier state or federal enforcernent agency or lar,vfirl licensing authority, Releasirtg

the documents pursuant to this paragraph shall not subject an)/ othen¡,ise priviieged

docunrents to the provisions o1'ffi Article 4 of Chapter l8 oF

Title 50."

SECTION 13.

Code Section 45-6-6 of the Offrcial Code of Geolgia Annotated, relating to offrce property

l<e¡rt iry officers subiect to inspection by citizens. is arnencied by revising surch Cocle sectitln

as fbllou,s:

"45-6-6.

All books, papers. ancl other offrce property l<ept b¡, arry public offìcer uncler tire Iaws of

this state thqc'iti

mav lre copiecl or inspectecl surb.iect to tJr-e-

reclr¡irenrents of Article 4 of Chapter I 8 of Title 50."

SECI'ION 1.f.

l'itle 46 of the Ofïcial Code of Georgia Annotatecl, relating to public utilities. is antendecl

lr-v revising paragra¡rh (13) of subsection (b) of Cocle Section 46-5-1, relating to exercise of

po\Ã/er of eminent dollrain by telephone and telegraph courpanies: placement of posts alid

.,t¡er.fìxtures: regulation o['corrsLruction of frxtures. posts, and wires near railroacl tracl<s:

liability of telegraph ancl telepirone cornpanies f'-or clauiages; required infbrnratiorr. alrtl clr-re

cornpensation, as tb I lor,its :

"(13) Tlie infonnation proviclecl pursuant to paragraltlr (l) of this sr.rlrseclion alrcl anr

records or inforllation fi-lniishecl or cliscloserl by, a telegraph or telepiioire colllparì,v io arì

af,fectecl ¡runicipal authority pLrslratlt to paragraph ( l2) of this subsection shall be exenìPt

{ì-o¡r public inspection under ffi Article 4 of Chapter l8 o1'Title -50.

It shall be the duty ol.such telegraph or telephone company to mark ali such clocunrctits

as exempt fro¡r fu-rffi Article 4 of Chapter lB of Title 50. arrcl

the telegraph or telephone cc)lnpany shall clefend, incleurnify. and hold haflrtless atll'
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municipal authority and any municipal officer or employee in any request for, or in any

action seeking, access to such records,"

SECTION I5.

Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, r'elating to state govemment, is amended

by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 50- 1-5, relating to meetings by teleconference or

other sinrilar rreans, as follows:

"(b) Nothing in this Code section shall elirninate any otherq,ise applicable requirerne¡rt fbr

giving notice of any rneeting, Likewise, nothing in this Code section shall create a

requirement for giving notice of any rneeting where it does not otherwise exist. Tlie notice

shall list each location where any rnember of the board, body, or comrnittee plans to

participate in the meeting if the rneeting is othenvise open to the public; provided,

however, it shall not be grounds to contest any actions of the board, body, or committee as

provided in Code Section 50- l4- I if a rnernber participates from a location other than the

location listed in the notice. At a minirnum, the notice shalt list one specific location where

the public can participate in the meeting if the meeting is otherwise open to the public. The

noticeshallfurtherconfonnwitlrthenoticeprovisionsof@inCode
Section 50- 14- I . Any rneeting which is otl'rerwise required by law to be open to the public

shall be open ro the public at each location listed in the notice or where any mernber of tl're

board, body, or comnrittee participates in the meeting."

SECTION 16.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 50-17-22, relating

to the State Financing and Investment Cornrnission, as follows:

"(c) Meetings. The corunission shall hold regular meetings as it deerns necessary, ['rut,

in any event, not less than one rneeting shall be held in each calendar quar-ter'. The

cornmission shall lneet at the call of the chairperson, vice chairperson, or secretary and

treasurer or a majority of the mernbers of the conunission. Meetings of the conr¡nission

shall be subject to Chapter l4 of this title, and its records shall be subject to ffiectisns
ffi Articlç 4 of Chaptêr l8 ofTitle.50. The corunission shall approve

the issuance of public debt, as hereinafter provided, adopt and arnend bylaws, and establish

salaries and wages of employees of the commission only upon the affinnative vote of a

rnajority of its members; all other actions of the couunission may be taken upon the

affirmative vote of a rnajority of a quorum present. A quorum shall consist of a rna.jority

of the members of the commission. If any vote is less than unanirnous, the vote sliall tre

recorded in the rninutes of the commission."
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SBCTION I7.

Saicl titte is finher amendecl by revising sutrsection (a) of Code Section 50-29-2, relating to

authority of public agencies that llraintain geographic infbrrration s,vstenls to contract fbr the

provision of seruices, fees, and contract provisions, aS follows:

"(a) Notwithstanding =+8#É

, a county or municipalit.v of the State

of Georgia, a regional cornmission. or a local authority created lry local or -uetreral law that

¡as createcl or ¡raintains a geographic information systern in electronic forrl lìlay corltl'acÎ

to distribute, sell, provide access too or otherw,ise market records or information lnaintaittecl

in such system and nray licerise or establish fees for providing such records or intbnnation

or provicling access to such systeln."

SECTION 18.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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